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which we are endeavouring to persuade him to alter his
design, if, indeed, it be desired that he should alter it; for
it is not certain, that the elector of Hanover can desire the
restoration of the house of Austria to an hereditary enjoy-
ment of the imperial dignity; nor can it easily be shown
why the politicks of one house, should differ from those of
all the other princes of the German empire.

The other princes, my lords, have long wished for a king
with whom they might treat upon the level; a king who
might owe his dignity only to their votes, and who, there-
fore, would be willing to favour them in gratitude for the
benefit. They know, that the princes of the house of Aus-
tria considered their advancement to the empire as the
consequence of their numerous forces and large dominions,
and made use of their exaltation only to tyrannise under
the appearance of legal right, and to oppress those as
sovereigns, whom they would otherwise have harassed as
conquerors.

Before we can, therefore, hope for the concurrence of
the princes of the empire, we must inform them of our
design, if any design has been yet laid out. Is it your
intention to restore the house of Austria to the full enjoy-
ment of its former greatness ? This will certainly be openly
opposed by all those powers who are strong enough to
make head against it, and secretly obstructed by those,
whose weakness makes them afraid of publick declara-
tions. Do you intend to support the Pragmatick sanction ?
This can only be done by defeating the whole power of
France ; and for this you must necessarily provide troops
who shall dare to act against the present king. So that
it appears, my lords, that we are attempting nothing, or
attempting impossibilities; that either we have no end in
view, or that we have made use of an absurd choice of
means by which it cannot be attained.

Whatever be our design with regard to Germany, the
war against Spain is evidently neglected; and, indeed, one
part of our conduct proves at once, that we intend neither
to assist the Austrians, nor to punish-the Spaniards; since
we have in a great measure disabled ourselves from either